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DETROIT ARSENAL 
Michigan Avenue and Monroe Boulevard 

Dearborn, Wayne County, Michigan 

Owners Dearborn. 

Ita/te of Erection: 1833. 

Architect and Builder: U.S.Government. 

Present Condition: Fair. 

Number of Stories.: Varies according to building. 

Materials, of Construction: Brick. 

Other listing Records,: See text. 

Add iti onal Data: See following pages. 
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The above P^t^^Jljfe||-ei* <^Jr sixty years ago. It- 
shows an interior $^tf?w&EBtmL States Arsenal then in full 
operation in Dearborn^ Reproduction of this photograph is made 
through the courtesy of J^ytel and Elizabeth Ross, pioneer resi- 
dents of this community.1 ,v 

Fort     Brought    First   -Boom    To 
Dearborn   In  1833,  History 

of City Reveals. 

In the rush and excitement of 
1933 Deai bom oveilookpd, last 
year, the hundredth anniversary 
of the founding of the United 
States Government -Visenal which 
brought the firj&k^oom of piosper- 
ity to • this,, th^0* infant, commu- 
nity. The history of Dearborn 
now being compiled by The i>ear-' 
born Independent tells, the authen- 
tic story of this famous arsenal 
and puts to flight many unfound- 
ed rumors concerning, this historic 
spot. ,-v   _    ., ■.        '^.r-' 

Some'of the material, as told in 
the history, that will be published 
in book form, is made public be- 
low: 

War    Depaitment    records -^.apf 
Washington  show that   the Fede-I 
ra.1   Government  selected  the   site 
lor  the   Arsenal  at   Dearbornville 
approximately ten miles from  De- 

- tioit in the northwest territory in 
f 1832,      Construction    was    started 
! on the buildings in th$ Spring of 
11833, under the direction of Colo- 
' nel Joshua Howard.    Some of the 
1 buildings • were"   completed     that 
year   but  the . entn e . aisenal   was 

!'riot-completed until 1837,    It was 
'permanently     occupied    with    a 
i.force of two 'officers and fifty ar- 
j tisans   and   soldiers   the   following 
; year. '.-" ■': 

j The arsenal was occupied con- 
tinuously from 1838 until 1875, at 
| which time it, was abandoned as 
: a War Department project and 
I was  transferred from   the  custody. 
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•of  thT WaT~l>VparT ~u*W*y'     "Wi"!    ^e^ras the gun 
Department of the Intenoi. .Thei^rnage shed and paint ahop. It 
'saleLof this property into pnYate--was <*« ^or^ *$&• ' T-his stru5: 
hands was undertaken;^, the p«- ture afe the property V*s sold 
paitment  of  the   Interior   a   fewl^m^o^rnment,  served, many 

shop and the s 
buildings   have_ 
vanous busm 

erent  times. 

years later, .and disposed,pi piece- 
meal -4^ various  metbocjjs^ iii^Iud 
ing   tha^^^^|0(Aiiftg "by   the! 
Federal .C^tptmnerd. > ■-   >«.£ 

T^e^|S&d states Detioit   Ar 
senai,   a^l^^i^B^^^Ji^o-V/fijI 
wah   mtendeagttd  use 
fort, which wyuld be a point of;f Lodge" he 
defence in event-' QI a war, but 
lather a supply depot m, which 
war materials could be manufac- 
tured, store4« ^nd issued^cy|ne 
military fo^c^-of ^e^^^pest 
teiutoi\ a&d W mates5 of Micln 
gan and Wipfiottsm 

fhe ai'SS^^^ grounds, ati etched 
along the north ^^e^Uf Michigan 
avenue, then simply a winding 
tiail fitJiii the Rivet Rouge west 
to a, point somewhere beyond 
what is now ""Military Avenue. 
The ai=enal proper consisted 3o£ a 
square thiee hundied and sixty 
feet to a ^ide, completely "sui> 
lounded with brick buddings 
along the sides A buck waffl^ 
feet hi^ and 2\£ "feet thick con- 
nected all of the buildings of the 
rectangle The giounK had two 
points of ent i ance tin ough the 
wall. These weie two sets o± iron 
gates located m the centers of the 
walls on the noith and south aides 
of the arsenal at oppo ite ends of 
what was known as the centei 
drive,, later called Monroe Boule- 
vaxtt£' running through the middle 
ofithe,-arsenal grounds. The old 
iron gates that hung in the ^outh 
wall facing Michigan avenue ate 
still in existence, stored in the 
barn of Mr. Lytel Ross, who piu 
phased them at an auction sale 
when the Fort was being disman- 
tled. '•; 

The group of buildings, which 
made up the arsenal, included 
eleven. 4.'sti;uctures. Among the 
first buildings to be constructed in 
the group were the soldiers' and 
offieers^quarters. This later 
buildmg|$nich still stands, is city 
propelt \ -and nov, sti\ e- d-> the 
Wm "~EriS "police station ~~ For 
man\  years pieceding the consol- 

r ai'poses. It was at one tame ^a 
saloon; it served as a Sjsfeonic 
Hall, during which time 4ffi&goof 
was raised high enough fcc^ permit 
th$ ^elusion of a second" floor ^in 
HM3tfti&etur$. It now „ houghs a 
fltriRt Istore, besides th& Sc#dja; 

uarters. r% 
Two, now abandoned, buildrngs 

that Still -Stjffid along tbeLalley fai 
badk »f the iStiLoffice on'lhe west 
side ef Mon^ft. originally served 
nT*th<f ar.\ena s the carpenter's 

shop.   These 
occupied by 
laments at 

nee    they    came 
$irio iftie possession of Mrs. Hum- 
bert,  who pialpased them  t&>m 
the    Federal 'government    afeoui 
1885. i** 
,   One other h^.gdmg o$lfHe orig- 
tal    group  Jljlinjjv -the   arsenal 

alls still &tiHu, ^This building, 
^whieti is now^K ^home ot Mr. and 

Mrs. August9§g|KliV>be, located on 
the  northeas 
■*nd   Garrison 

rnei   of 
venues, 

Monroe 

utlei \   shop   in  the, old   signal. 
It is in an excellent state of pres- 
ervation.    This building was orig- 
inally sold by the govemmerjii to 
MrsI  Ottilege    Prowell hah   J^2 
The  transfer  was recorded By a 
patent   signed   by M    McKean^   as, 
°e^retaiy   to    President   Benjamin 
Hanson      The   property was   de- 
^cjjBN^l   m  the  patent   as   lot   No. 
^3 oi the Detroit Arsenal founds,: 
Mr   Khbbe  came  into  possession | 
■>f the  pioperty in   1910 when, he; 
nuidha^ed   it   from   Mrs.. -Projfeiy 
The   walls   of   this   housed *|§p of I 
the ^j&Ud brick  constructioif|phat | 
•narked thft type of building used 
'hioughout    the    entire    arsenal. 
The attic of this structure,is.made 
if a frame  work of heavj^.^lack 
walnttf; timbers  fastened together] 
with  wooden   pegs   in  a  dpve-tail 
construction. 

The magazine building, of the 
fort, which was located some dis- 
tance to the east of the arsenal 
pounds   on  a  knoll,  still  stands. 

idation"'this   building" served   the] This building hasSbeen 'considera- 
city and   the  village  of  Dearborn 
as a-City Hall.    Other  buildings 
of   the' -original   group   that   are, 
still standing include the building 
now  known   as   Scandia   Hall   on 

bly remodeled and now serves as 
^thehome  of  Mr. Lytel Ross   and 
his sister, Elizabeth. The: Ross 
family have been in possession of 
this section of the original Arse- 

a - D e « i* 

'   f - 

Monroe "Boulevard-.    This   buildingjnal   Grounds   for many years,  sc- 
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atyKiti»^$B£M$he' original-ma, 
Tfaja * Buildinsr   %fM   one-st&ryj -Th,e| 
^rick straot^ircJBmh 'Walls- nearly 
hree feet thick.    It had, no win- 

e^t building of the ar- 

the one in the" Florida Aj^enalf 
previously constructed ^^ the 
War  Department.     This  building' 

tma&S%f$p .was looted o&-tiw> 
east ^i4»£*Sf the rectangle'.'s Its 

dows and only two very heavy k architectural design-^was 'similar 
door* at either end. This btfja^to tHat of the KemWdee Arsenal 
mg served as the storage space i3nd had a balustrade similar to 
for powder and shells. _ It had no 
basement, but ha<l a floor and wall 
tMtng inside constructed'of heavy 
white   pine.     Rumow   that   have '     ved for many yeais ad a robe 

^oen  current  for   many /ears  to   factorV( known 3fi the Ama Mills 
-he effect that there was «n-Tm-   where    jmitation    buffalo >*rSbes 
derground tunnel   connecting   the   wefe manufacturetf ,by a colony 
arsenal with the magazine are nift   0^3^^   largely   by   Herman 
based   on   facts.     The   fact   that 'K^mbadl, an-d  the  Clippert   f*m- 
,n   the  basement  ;tti   the    arsenal   Uv_    Th]^ structUre was destroyed 
building   an    archway   w^s   con-   by   flre   in   mo,     Many.  houses,, 
trusted  in the east   wall   whi<*h,   built Jn th& neighborhood £f Kjgv 
looked; as  if it might  have been   roe  anjJ  orison Avenues   ■&& 
the  entrance' to   such  an 'OndTO-  constructed with   brick   redainW 
ground  tunnel  and  the  fact tbjCt   from time fco fime as the arsena| 
children  had gained access to an   >uildings and waHs weve disman- 
underground   tunnel    which    had   t|ed_ ' 4 
served as  a  sewer, running fiom      ^ southwest   corner- building 
the arsenal to an open ditch, lead-   of ^ orig-inal arsenal' served for I 
ing   into   the   river,   gave   rise   to \mtmy years as the Township Hall, j 
these rumors.   This version of the [Rno;.  *Q iu  r37mg to make ^y' 
story is substantiated by the fact 
that the  city  m  budding   sewers 
has  never unearthed anything in 

pally' 
:a 
the'« 
racks. 

for the construction  of~nfew b-tfsl- 
ness   buildings   on   Michigan   a^- 

,,.,„, tl       nue in 1929.    The buildings; which 
the   neighborhood  of  wheie   this ^^  ^   the   soldiers>   bairaQte 

underground .passage   is   supposed   ind the officcrs> qua^rs/ ioca^ed 

to have been. - 
When?  the s 

* on the northvside of the rectangle, 
azme    building were dibmant]ed ,t0 make way for 

came into the $&&& of the 'Ross v.hftol  buildings   at    M^roe   and 

family  theic still remained m  it flJm.^on avenues 
several shells.    One of these shells A   huge   cjstem   was  located in 
a few years prevwus had exploded ithp-.mmedi.ate   center   of   th(?   flr_ 
in  the  magazine  and  had caused senal  gquare  whuh  ^^   ^   & 

considerable   fear   among   the   na- u,ater  SQp^ %t^im  ^r   the   ar 

stives    coftcermng    this    bmldme >«ud   and ™avc  ample jfc$teetH>n| 
When the supply of shells was 
discovered by M$j" Nathaniel Ros=s, 
father of Lytel Ross, he imme. 
diately communicated with gov- 
ernment ofticials asking them how 
to dispose of these egg-shaped 
plaster of paris, copper-bound 
missiles of destruction, and was 
advised to move them gently and 
dispose of them in the river. This 
was. done. Three wagon loads of 

■these shells were transported on a 

against  fiie  within   the   grounds j 
Connecting     diains     and     sewers j 
fiom   this    cibtein   an    piubabh 
"also   responsible   to*    the   urnini1-' 
concerning   the   underground   tun- 
nels   that   have been    current   for 
•everal  years.     The   huge  cistern 
that, .provided    the    water    supply 
for the arsenal was located direct- 
ly   under   what   is    now    Monroe 
Boulevard.    It was   filled   several 
years ago when the pavement on 

straw-cushioned wagon bottom ^-g street wa3 ]ajd. The tunnel 
and thrown into the River Rouge. Lhrough which boys had ^'crawled 
A few years ago some boys,swim- ha,f way to ^he river,"' It .is en- 
ming in the River Rouge, near tirely reasonable to presume,. was 
this point, brought out of the wa- the b].ick sewer through which the 
ter what they thought was a huge overflow from the cistern and 
egg-shaped stone. Surprised at -,cwage was carried from the ar- 
the copper, band around it, they ,enal grounds ;n a northeasterly 
inquired of 'Mr. Ross if it could ,iirecf.;on to an open ditcJl in the 

possibly be. ofee of, the original ^elghborhood of Morle^ avenue 
bullets. He examined it, said ,hat i]ed diroct|y to thc River 
that it was/ and the boys prompt- R This difcch and s wag 
lv threw it back into the river. covered over when building   con- 

* A row of huge maple  trees ex;.^ruction in this neighborhood be- 
tended     between    the     arsenal! 
grounds  and the  magazine build-' '' 

■janto develop several years ago. 

ing   along   what   probably  was   a 

S^u^^Le/pc T/.C.'?, 


